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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 2306 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MASS, YE, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET ARMS TO YEMEN 

1 . DURING JUNE 13 CONVERSATION, MINISTER OF STAE AHMAD ABDU 
SAID CONFIRMED RECENT REPORTS THAT A NUMBER OF MIG 17S HAS 
REVENTLY ARRIVED IN YEMEN AS PART OF A YEMENI ARMS REQUEST 
TO SOVIETS DATING BACK TO THE FALL OF 1975. (HE SAID THAT 

HE DID NOT KNOW EXACT FIGURE.) 

2. SAID EMPHASIZED THAT ARRIVAL OF THESE PLANES SHOULD IN 

NO WAY BE INTERPRETED BY US OR SAUDI ARABIA AS A REVERSION BY 
YEMEN TO ITS FORMER PRO-SOVIET POLICIES. YEMEN STILL WANTS 
RO RID ITSELF OF SOVIET ARMS BUT YEMEN'S FREINDS SHOULD 
UNDERSTAND THAT YEMENI AIR FORCE IS INCAPABLE TODAY OF 
DEFENDING YEMEN AGAINST ANY AGGRESSION FROM THE SOUTH OR 
FROM ETHIOPIA. SAID NOTED THAT MIG 17S ARE AN OLD AIRCRAFT 
WHICH DOES NOT CHANGE THE BALANCE OF POWER IN THE PENINSULA, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS REMEMBERED THAT PDRY HAS BEEN SUPPLIED 
BY SOVIETS WITH MIG 21S. 

3. SAID CONTINUED THAT YEMENHAS NO INTENTION OF ASKING SOVIETS 
FOR MIG 2 IS UNTIL SUCH TIME AS IT IS CLEAR THA MODERN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AIRCRAFT ARE UNAVAILABLE FROM WESTERN SOURCES WHICH 
YEMEN STRONGLY PREFERS. 

4. COMMENT: SAID IS RIGHT IN POINTING OUT THAT ARRIVAL OF 
MIG 17S DOES NOT SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE CAPABILITIES OF 
THE DECRIPIT YEMENI AIR FORCE. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, 

IT MEANS THAT THE SOVIETS CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THEIR PRESENCE 
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IN THE YEMEN ARMED FORCES - A PRESENCE WHICH CAN ONLY BE 
DISLODGED IF AND WHEN THE SAUDIS MAKE A DECISION TO PRO- 
VIDE YEMEN'S AIR FORCE WITH MORE MODERN WESTERN EQUIPMENT. 
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